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Highlights	
 

Pietro	Perconti	is	a	Professor	of	Philosophy	of	Mind	in	the	Department	of	
Cognitive	Science	at	the	University	of	Messina,	Italy.	His	main	research	areas	
include	consciousness,	social	cognition,	and	the	social	role	of	cognitive	science.	
He	served	as	Deputy	Vice-Chancellor	for	Teaching	and	Education	at	the	
University	of	Messina	(2013–2018)	and	as	Dean	of	COSPECS	(Department	of	
Cognitive	Science,	Psychology,	Education,	and	Cultural	Studies,	University	of	
Messina,	2018–2023).	He	has	authored	over	one	hundred	scholarly	articles	and	
books	in	five	languages.		He	is	a	regular	contributor	to	daily	newspapers,	
including	“Il	Manifesto”,	“Avvenire”,	“Domani”,	“Giornale	di	Sicilia”,	and	
“Repubblica	Palermo”,	and	has	been	interviewed	by	national	media	networks	
such	as	“Radio1”	and	“Radio3”.	He	has	been	invited	to	lecture	at	nearly	100	
universities	and	research	institutes	in	Italy	and	around	the	world.		He	co-
founded	the	ICCS,	the	International	Center	for	Consciousness	Studies	
(hardproblem.it).			

	
Selected	publications		
Books	in	English:		

• Turing’s	Vision.	How	AI	is	shaping	the	World	(with	A.	Plebe),	Boca	
Raton,	CRC	Press,	2025.	

• The	Future	of	the	Artificial	Mind	(with	A.	Plebe),	Boca	Raton,	CRC	Press,	
2022.	

• Kantian	Linguistics.	Theories	of	Mental	Representation	and	the	
Linguistic	Transformation	of	Kantism,	Münster,	Nodus	Publikationen,	
1999.		

	
Books	in	Italian:		

• Autocoscienza.	Cosa	è,	come	funziona,	a	cosa	serve,	Roma-Bari,	Laterza,	
2008.		

• Leggere	le	menti,	Milano,	Bruno	Mondadori,	2003.	
• La	prova	del	budino.	Il	senso	comune	e	la	nuova	scienza	della	mente,	

Mondadori	Università,	Milano,	2015.	
	
Papers:		

• Re,	A.,	Perconti,	P.,	Malvica,	S.,	&	Castano,	E.	(2023).	Did	you	hear	your	
action?	An	ecological	approach	to	the	senses	of	ownership	and	agency,	
Perception,	52(2),	129-145.	

• Castano	E,	Martingano	AJ,	Perconti	P.		(2020).	The	effect	of	exposure	to	
fiction	on	attributional	complexity,	egocentric	bias	and	accuracy	in	
social	perception,	PLoS	ONE	15(5):	2020.		

• P.	Perconti,	A	Plebe,	(2020).	Deep	learning	and	cognitive	science,	
Cognition	203:104365	(2020).	

• Perconti	P.,	Bruni	D.;	Plebe,	A.,	(2018)	Anti-anthropomorphism	and	Its	
Limits,	Frontiers	In	Psychology,	9:2205.	

mailto:perconti@unime.it
mailto:pietroperconti@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3633-098X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3633-098X
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• Perconti	P.,	(1996)	Le	schématisme	linguistique	chez	K.	L.	Reinhold,	
Histoire	Epistémologie	Langage,	18,	II,	1996,	pp.	29-43.	
	
	

	

Present	position	
Full	professor	of	“Philosophy	of	mind”	at	the	Department	of	Cognitive	Science,	
University	of	Messina,	Italy.		
	
Previous	academic	positions	
2003-2010	Associate	professor	of	“Philosophy	of	language”	at	the	Department	
of	Cognitive	Science,	University	of	Messina,	Italy.	
	
2001-2003	Tenured	Lecturer	(permanent	position)	in	“Theoretical	Philosophy”	
at	the	Department	of	Cognitive	Science,	University	of	Messina,	Italy	
	
1999-2001	Post-doctoral	Fellowship	in	Philosophy	of	language	at	FIERI,	
Department	of	Philosophy,	History,	and	Critique	of	Knowledge,	University	of	
Palermo,	Italy.	
	
Visiting	Academic	Positions	
Visiting	Professor	/	Visiting	Lecturer,	Hanoi	University,	Faculty	of	Foreign	
Languages,	Italian	Studies	Department,	Hanoi,	Vietnam	(21	April	–	16	May	
2026).	Teaching	activities	within	the	international	mobility	project	PNRR/TNE	
“Green	&	Pink	for	Sustainable	Education	(GPS)”.	
	
	
Education	
1997	Ph.D.	(Philosophy	of	language),	University	of	Palermo	-	Rome	“La	
Sapienza”	-	Calabria,	with	a	thesis	called	"Rappresentazione	esterna	e	
linguaggio.	La	‘Darstellungslehre’		nell’età	classica	tedesca”	(“External	
representation	and	language.	The	‘Darstellungslehre’	in	the	classical	German	
age”),	Advisor:	Lia	Formigari,	University	of	Rome	“La	Sapienza”.	
	
1992	Degree	in	Philosophy	at	the	University	of	Palermo,	with	a	thesis	called	
"Ragione	e	linguaggio	in	Über	die	Aufgabe	des	Geschichtsschreibers	di	Wilhelm	
von	Humboldt”	(“Reason	and	History	in	Über	die	Aufgabe	des	
Geschichtsschreibers	by	Wilhelm	von	Humboldt”,	with	the	mark	of	110/110	
cum	laude.	Advisors:	Franco	Lo	Piparo	(Palermo)	and	Jürgen	Trabant	(Freie	
Universität	zu	Berlin).	
	
1991	Exchange	student	(Erasmus)	at	Freie	Universität	Berlin.	
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Teaching	
 

Academic	year	2023-2024:	sabbatical.	
	
Course	of	“Philosophy	of	Mind”	for	the	degree	in	Communication	Sciences	and	
the	Master	Degree	in	Cognitive	Science	at	the	University	of	Messina,	academic	
years	academic	years	2001-2026	(from	2021-22	taught	in	English	for	the	
Master	Degree	in	Cognitive	Science).	
	
Course	of	“Communication	skills”	for	the	master	degree	in	Medicine	and	
Surgery	at	the	University	of	Messina,	academic	years	academic	years	2018-
2023	(taught	in	English).	
Course	of	“Theory	of	languages”	for	the	degree	in	Communication	Sciences	at	
the	University	of	Messina,	academic	years	2001-2019.	
	
Course	of	“Philosophy	of	language”	for	the	degree	in	Communication	Sciences	
at	the	University	of	Messina,	academic	years	2003-2008.	
	
Course	of	“Semiotics”	for	the	degree	in	Communication	Sciences	at	the	
University	of	Messina,	academic	year	2006-2007.	
	
Course	of	“Philosophy	of	Mind	and	Ethology	of	Language”	for	the	Master	Degree	
in	Cognitive	Science	at	the	University	of	Messina,	academic	years	2003-2018.	
	
Course	of	“Psychopathology	of	Language”	for	the	Master	Degree	in	Cognitive	
Science	at	the	University	of	Messina,	academic	years	2024-2025.	
	
	
Supervisor	of	Ph.D.	dissertations	and	member	of	jury	of	thesis	
University	of	Messina,	University	of	Roma	Tre,	Vita-Salute	San	Raffaele	
University	-	Milan,	University	of	Palermo,	University	of	Siena,	Scuola	Superiore	
di	Catania,	University	of	Turin,	University	of	Calabria.	
	
Fellowships	
2022	MIUR	fellowship,	PRIN.	“ALTEREGO:	how	to	emulate	intentionality	and	
awareness	in	remote	communications	by	means	of	software	surrogates”.	
Research	Unit	coordinator	of	the	University	of	Messina.	
	
2010-11.	MIUR	fellowship,	PRIN.		“Realismo	e	oggettività”,	Component	of	the	
Unit	of	the	University	of	Roma	Tre.	
	
2007.	MIUR	fellowship,	PRIN.		“Filosofia	e	naturalizzazione	del	mentale.	Nuove	
prospettive	sulla	conoscenza	e	la	natura	umana”,	Research	Unit	coordinator	of	
the	University	of	Messina.	
	
2002.	MIUR	fellowship,	PRIN.		“Tecnologie	di	standardizzazione,	
informatizzazione	e	cartografazione	dei	dati	fonetici	regolari	e	anomali	e	dei	
dati	iconico-visivi	nelle	inchieste	dell'Atlante	Linguistico	della	Sicilia”,	
Component	of	the	Unit	of	the	University	of	Messina.	
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1992-1995	Award	(after	competition)	at	the	“Centro	Universitario	Cattolico”	of	
the	“Conferenza	Episcopale	Italiana”,	Rome.	
	
Academic	Services	
2018-2023	Dean,	COSPECS,	Department	of	cognitive	science,	psychology,	
education,	and	cultural	studies,	University	of	Messina.	
	
2013-2018	Deputy	Vice-Chancellor	in	charge	of	Teaching	and	Education,	
University	of	Messina.	
	
2007-2013		Director	of	Master	of	Cognitive	Science,	University	of	Messina.	
	
2007-2010	Member	of	the	Boards	of	Directors	at	the	University	of	Messina.	
	
	
Talks	
Universities	and	Research	Institutes	of	many	cities,	including	Berlin,	
Heidelberg,	London,	Pamplona,	Leicester,	Nijmegen,	Birmingham,	Madison,	
Manchester,	Malta,	Lyon,	San	Diego,	Tucson,	Eugene,	Crete,	Hanoi	(Hanoi	
University,	National	Economics	University,	Phenikaa	University,	Institute	of	
Philosophy,	Vietnam	Academy	of	Social	Sciences),	Beppu	(Japan,	Ritsumeikan	
Asia	Pacific	University),	Mekelle	(Ethiopia),	Natal	(Brazil),	Warsaw,	Interlaken,	
Prague,	Luxembourg,	Sydney	(Macquarie	University,	Western	Sydney	
University),	Wollongong,	Bruxelles,	Bologna,	Genova,	Milano	(San	Raffaele,	
Statale,	Cattolica,	IULM),	Paris	(Sorbonne),	Tehran,	Napoli,	Venezia	(IUAV	and	
Ca’	Foscari),	Torino,	Roma	(La	Sapienza,	Roma	Tre,	American	University	of	
Rome,	CNR),	Palermo,	Padova,	Salina,	Firenze,	Catania,	Francavilla	al	Mare,	
Cosenza,	Messina,	Siena,	Foligno,	Vercelli-Piemonte	Orientale,	Salerno,	Trento,	
Trieste	(SISSA),	Ischia,	Cassino,	Chieti,	Reggio	Emilia,	Cagliari,	Sassari.	
 

Editorial	Activities,	Memberships,	and	other	relevant	activities	
 

Guest	Associate	Editor	in	Frontiers	Consciousness	Research	-	Review	Editor	in	
Frontiers	in	Psychology	–	Cognitive	Science	
	
Member	of	the	Scientific	Board	of:	Journal	of	Artificial	Intelligence	and	
Consciousness,	Methode.	Analytic	Perspectives,	RIFL.	Rivista	italiana	di	filosofia	
del	linguaggio,	Animot.	L’altra	filosofia,	Rivista	Italiana	di	Filosofia	Analitica	
Junior,	Segno,	Rivista	Illuminazioni.		
	
Member	of	the	Scientific	Board	of	the	editorial	series	“FM.	Forma	Mentis”,	
Mondadori	Education,	Milan;	Perspectives	in	Pragmatics,	Philosophy	&	
Psychology,	Springer	Series,	Berlin	and	New	York;		“Oltre.	Orizzonti	di	teoresi	
filosofica”,	Mimesis,	Milan;	La	mente	e	i	sistemi	cognitivi.	Collana	di	Scienze	
cognitive,	filosofia	e	tecnologia”,	Aracne,	Roma.		
	
Editor	of	the	philosophical	website	Rescogitans.com	(section	on	“Experiments”).	
	
Referee	for	many	journals,	including	Historiographia	Linguistica.	International	
Journal	for	the	History	of	the	Language	Sciences,	Journal	of	Pragmatics,	Minds	
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and	Machines,	Journal	of	Artificial	Intelligence	and	Consciousness,	Network:	
Computation	in	Neural	Systems,	Paradigmi,	Beiträge	zur	Geschichte	der	
Sprachwissenschaft,	Philosophical	Inquiries,	Expert	Systems	with	Applications,	
APhEx	(Analytical	and	Philosophical	Explanation),	Rivista	internazionale	di	
filosofia	e	psicologia;	Giornale	di	Metafisica,	Areté.	International	Journal	of	
Philosophy,	Human	&	Social	Sciences,	Phenomenology	and	Mind;	for	the	
publishers	“il	Mulino”	and	“Mimesis”,	the	“European	Science	Foundation”,	and	
for	the	“Italian	Society	of	Cognitive	Science”,	the	“Italian	Society	of	Analytic	
Philosophy”,	the	“Italian	Network	of	Ph.D.	Programs	in	Cognitive	Science”,	the	
“Italian	Society	of	Philosophy	of	Language”.		
	
Member,	AISC	–	Italian	Society	of	Cognitive	Science	(2014-2019:	2022-	member	
of	the	Governing	Board).	
	
Member,	Consulta	Italiana	di	filosofia	(2019-:	member	of	the	Executive	
Committee).	
	
Member,	SIFA	–	Italian	Society	for	Analytic	Philosophy	(2021-2023:	Vice-
president).	
	
Member,	Italian	Society	of	Philosophy	of	Language	(2011-2013:	member	of	the	
Executive	Committee).	
	
Member,	Codisco	(Italian	Network	of	Ph.D.	Programs	in	Cognitive	Science).	
Member	of	the	Board	of	the	“Centre	on	Information,	Technologies,	
Development”	at	the	University	of	Messina	(2014-2018).	
	
Member	of	the	Scientific	Board	of	the	“Palermo	Science	Festival”	(Dec.,	2009).	
	
Organizer	AISC	MidTerm	conference,	Messina,	2017,	8-10	June;	Palermo	21,22	
May	2015;	Noto,	13-15	Dec.	2021.		
Member	the	Scientific	Board	of	annual	Meeting	of	AISC	–	Italian	Society	of	
Cognitive	Science.	
	
Member,	Program	Committee	of	AIC	2013,	International	Workshop	on	Artificial	
Intelligence	and	Cognition.	
	
Local	organizer	of	the	22nd	Annual	Meeting	of	the	European	Society	for	
Philosophy	and	Psychology,	ESPP	2014,	Sept.	2014,	Noto.	
	
Organizer	(with	A.	Chella,	Unipa,	R.	Manzotti,	IULM	Milan,	S.	Hameroff,	
University	of	Arizona,	H.	Atmanspacher,	ETH	Zürich),	TSC23,	Thee	Science	of	
consciousness,	Taormina,	May,	2023.	
	
Organizer	of	Summer	Philosophy	School	“The	Metaphysics	of	Uploading:	
World-renowned	Philosophers	Debate	the	Future	of	the	Human	Mind”,	
Palermo,	From	July	27	to	August	2,	2023	(lecturers:		Pietro	Perconti	and	Eric	
Olson	[University	of	Sheffield]).	
	
Member	of	the	Board	of	the	“Fondazione	Sicilia”	(2016-2018).	
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Scientific	director	of	the	Festival	of	Philosophies	(Palermo,	Sicily)	(2022-2024).	
	
Chair	of	the	National	Commission	for	the	National	Scientific	Qualification	
(Ministry	of	University	and	Research)	for	the	competition	sector	11/C4	
(Aesthetics	–	Philosophy	and	Theory	of	Languages)	(2023–2026).	
	
	
He	has	written	articles	for	daily	newspapers,	including	“Il	Manifesto”	and	
“Avvenire”,	“il	Domani”,	“Giornale	di	Sicilia”,	“Repubblica	Palermo”,	and	was	
interviewed	by	national	media	networks,	like	“Radio1”	and	“Radio3”	(Italian	
public	national	radios).	
	
	
	
	
Publications		
	
Books	
Turing’s	Vision.	How	AI	is	shaping	the	World	(with	A.	Plebe),	Boca	Raton,	CRC	
Press	(Taylor	&	Francis)	2025.	
	
The	Future	of	the	Artificial	Mind	(with	A.	Plebe),	Boca	Raton,,	CRC	Press	(Taylor	
&	Francis)	2022.	

	
Filosofia	della	mente,	il	Mulino,	Bologna,	2017	(rev.:	M.	Benenti,	Syzetesis	V/1	
(2018)	149-155).	

	
La	prova	del	budino.	Il	senso	comune	e	la	nuova	scienza	della	mente,	
Mondadori	Università,	Milano,	2015.	(rev.:	Il	Manifesto,	28-11-2015	[A.Biuso];	
Rivista	di	estetica,	64	|	2017,	216-220	[E.	Fugali]).	

	
Coscienza,	il	Mulino,	Bologna,	2011.	(rev.:	Il	Sole-24	Ore,	17-4-2011	[M.	Di	
Francesco];	La	Repubblica,	4-11-2011	[M.	Ferraris];	Rivista	internazionale	di	
filosofia	e	psicologia,	vol.	4,	n.	1,	2013	[S.	Iaquinto,	F.	Patrone]).		

	
Autocoscienza.	Cosa	è,	come	funziona,	a	cosa	serve,	Roma-Bari,	Laterza,	2008.	
(rev.	in	Il	Sole-24	Ore,	22-6-2008	[S.	Morini];	Il	Messaggero,	29-6-2008	[A.	
Velardi].		

	
E-mail	filosofiche.	Di	grandi	idee	e	problemi	quotidiani	(with	Simona	Morini),	
Milano,	Raffaello	Cortina,	2006.	(rev.	in	Il	Sole-24	Ore,	21-5-2006	[M.	Ferraris];	
Il	Messaggero,	11-6-2006	[R.	Minore];	Il	Riformista,	29/6/2006	[C.	Ocone];	Il	
Domenicale,	17/9/2006	[F.	Canessa];	Rivista	di	Estetica,	32	|	2006,	[A.	
Borghini].	

	
Leggere	le	menti,	Milano,	Bruno	Mondadori,	2003.	(rev.	in	Il	Sole-24	Ore,	10-8-
2003	[F.	Buonfiglioli];	[D.	Chiricò];	Epistemologia,	n.2,	2006	[L.	Montecucco];	
ReF	-	Recensioni	Filosofiche,	Numero	2	-	nuova	serie	-	dicembre	2005,	
http://www.recensionifilosofiche.it/	[C.	Calì]).	

	
Le	vie	del	significato.	Riflessioni	su	mente	e	linguaggio,	Messina,	EDAS,	2001.	

http://www.recensionifilosofiche.it/
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Kantian	Linguistics.	Theories	of	Mental	Representation	and	the	Linguistic	
Transformation	of	Kantism,	Münster,	Nodus	Publikationen,	1999.	(rev.	in	Kant-
Studien,	95,	2004,	396-400	[Detlef	Thiel];	Histoire	Épistémologie	Langage,	
23/II,	2001,	172-173	[J.-P.	Saint-Gérand];	Versus,	83/84,	1999,	281-282	[M.	
Gagliano]).	
	
	
Edited	books	
	

New	Frontiers	in	Pragmalinguistic	Studies:	Theoretical,	Social,	and	Cognitive	
Approaches	(with	Alessandro	Capone,	Roberto	Graci)	Cham:	Springer	Nature	
Switzerland.	pp.	91-119,	2024. 

Language	in	complexity.	The	emerging	meaning,	edited	with	I.	Licata	and	F.	La	
Mantia,	Springer,	Heidelberg,	2016.	
	
Il	futuro	prossimo	della	scienza	cognitiva	(con	Marco	Carapezza,	Marco	
Cruciani,	Giosuè	Lo	Bosco,	Alessio	Plebe,	Domenica	Bruni,	Marco	Elio	Tabacchi),	
NeaScience	-	Anno	2	-	Vol.	7,	2015.	
	
Le	scienze	cognitive	a	confronto	(with	G.	Airenti,	M.	Cruciani,	S.	Di	Nuovo,	A.	
Plebe),	Corisco,	Roma,	2015.	
	
Scienze	cognitive	del	linguaggio	(with	A.	Pennisi),	Bologna,	il	Mulino,	2006	(rev.	
Il	Messaggero,	10-12-2006	[A.	Oliverio].	
	
Sentire	e	parlare	(with	R.	Cavalieri	and	D.	Chiricò),	Soveria	Mannelli,	
Rubbettino,	2004.(rev.	in	“www.scriptamanent.net”,	anno	III,	n.	21,	giugno	
2005	[G.	Luisi]).	
	
Logic,	Ontology,	and	Linguistics/	Logica,	Ontologia,	Linguistica	(with	E.	Assenza	
and	D.	Chiricò),	Soveria	Mannelli,	Rubbettino,	2004.	
	
	
Articles	and	chapters	in	books	
 

Perconti,	P.	(2026).	Rethinking	subjectivity:	The	social	roots	of	consciousness.	
With	commentaries	by	Artem	Besedin,	Massimiliano	Cappuccio,	Keith	Frankish,	
Evgeny	Loginov,	Massimo	Marraffa,	and	Cristina	Meini,	followed	by	a	reply	by	
the	author.	Epistemology	&	Philosophy	of	Science,	63(1),	22–69.	
https://doi.org/10.5840/eps20266312	

P.Perconti	(	with	Vicario	CM,	Nitsche	MA,	Lucifora	C,		Salehinejad	MA,	
Tomaiuolo	F,	Massimino	S,	Avenanti	A	and	Mucciardi	M),		Correction:	Timing	
matters!	Academic	assessment	changes	throughout	the	day,	2025.	In	Front.	
Psychol.	16:1678551	

PIETRO 
PERCONTI 
CV 

http://www.scriptamanent.net/
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P.	Perconti	(with	Acciai	A,	Guerrisi	L,	Plebe	A,	Suriano	R	and	Velardi	A),	2025,	
Narrative	coherence	in	neural	language	models.	Front.	Psychol.	16:1572076.	
doi:	10.3389/fpsyg.2025.1572076	

P.	Perconti	(with	Angius	N,	Plebe	A	and	Acciai	A),	2025,	Making	sense	of	
transformer	success.	Front.	Artif.	Intell.	8:1509338.	doi:	
10.3389/frai.2025.1509338	

P.	Perconti	(with	Acciai,	A.,	Plebe,	P.)	Social	sentience	in	neural	language	
models,	2025,	in:	AIxPAC-2ndWorkshop	on	AI	for	Perception	and	Artificial	
Consciousness	-	AIxIA	’24.	

P.	Perconti,	Answers	to	E.V.	Loginov,	in:	E.	Loginov	(Ed.),	The	Existence	of	God?	
Contemporary	Positions	and	Approaches,	Saint-Petersburg,	Umozrenie,	2025	
(in	Russian),	pp.	615-621.	

P.	Perconti,	E.V.	Loginov,	“Italian	Philosophy,	Consciousness	and	Sex	with	
Robots.	An	Interview	with	Pietro	Perconti”,	Date	Palm	Compote,	2024,	No.	19,	
pp.	91–99	(in	Russian).	

P.	Perconti	(with	N.	Angius;	A.	Plebe,	A.	Acciai),	Co-Simulations	of	Brain	
Language	Processing	using	Neural	Language	Models.	In	Proceedings	of	the	
Annual	Meeting	of	the	Cognitive	Science	Society,	2024.	

Perconti,	P.,	&	Re,	A.,	Bodily	Self-Consciousness	and	Auditory	Cues.	In	
PARADIGMI,	2/2024.	

P.	Perconti	(with	Vicario	CM,	Mucciardi	M,		Lucifora	C,	Nitsche	MA	and	Avenanti	
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